Hello and welcome to Naruhodo Japan, the podcast for learning about the language and culture
of Japan from a Nikkei perspective. I am your host, Mariko.
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In the previous episode we covered how to count in general as well as how to count specific
objects. Building upon those counting skills, we will now go over dates and time. It may be said
that dates and time use counters as well but dates and time do not use nearly as many counters as
were featured in the previous episode. That is why I think that once you learn how to count up to
59, learning how to say dates and time in Japanese is fairly easy, however there are a few sticky
points. For saying the year, one must be able to count up to that year but we'll get to that in a
moment. Once we go over these counters, you should have the basics down to use simple
sentences related to dates and time, such as asking what time it is and stating your age or
birthday.

Time

C A
The word for “time” in Japanese is jikan FFH]. In this section we will go over counters and
words related to time.

Ji B counter
Ji is used for the hour just like o'clock in English except that it is used every time after you say
the hour whereas o'clock in English is only used on the hour. The kanji for ji U is the same ji U

C i
in FRFfi].
What hour? (or what time is it?) nanji {A] B YAV
1 o’clock ichi-ji — B WH E
2 o’clock ni-ji THRF W
3 o’clock san-ji —RF AL
4 o’clock yo-ji U B gy
5 o’clock go-ji FRF U
6 o’clock roku-ji NEF AL
7 o’clock shichi-ji LF LHU
8 o’clock hachi-ji J\ xH T
9 0’clock ku-ji Ul <U
10 o’clock jyuu-ji +F Cwo L
11 o’clock jyuuichi-ji +—KF CwonbEL
12 o’clock jyuuni-ji +THFE CwHicl
Examples:

® I must leave by 5 o’clock. FLHRFE TIZHIZ2 Uy EWNT 7Ry,
BA 7
® [t took about 2 hours. _FRFfE] B WD £ LT,



WE
®  What time is it now? 4 (IL)fAIKFTT 7>,
*Please note that omitting the particle | makes the sentence casual.

Fun 43 counter

Fun 5 AU is used for minutes and may be conjugated as pun .5 Au.

How many?
1 minute
2 minutes
3 minutes
4 minutes
5 minutes
6 minutes
7 minutes
8 minutes
9 minutes
10 minutes
20 minutes
30 minutes
40 minutes
50 minutes

nanpun
i-ppun
ni-fun
san-pun
yon-pun
go-fun
ro-ppun
nana-fun
ha-ppun
kyuu-fun
Ji-ppun
nijji-ppun
sanji-ppun
yonji-ppun
goji-ppun
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For telling time, when it is 30 minutes past the hour then you do not say — %7, rather you say it
is half past the hour. The word for half is han . For counting minutes, please use —%7.

Now let’s take all this information together to give examples of saying various times in Japanese.

Examples:

7:19 shichi-ji jyuukyuu-fun TRy LHLLL®W S E w55
1:23 ichi-ji nijyuusan-pun —FF =+ =% WHLIZLW 9 S ASA
10:46 jyuu-ji yonjyuuro-ppun FIRF U753 Cwo2LCEALY I ASSA
5:17 go-ji jyuunana-fun B4 ZLLwI RS

8:54 hachi-ji gojyuuyon-pun J\REFA-DY 53 THLICw 5 KAEAL
12:30 jyuuni-ji han + TR Cw 92 CIiTA

3:00 san-ji —RF AL

9:38 ku-ji sanjyuuha-ppun JURE =+ )\ 5y SLEAL®WIEF-5A

4:01 yo-ji i-ppun DU IRF—743 L CwvosSA

11:25 jyuuichi-ji nijyuugo-fun ~ +—FF _+F 5 CwoIWNHLIZUww ) TS5 A
2:52 ni-ji gojyuuni-fun B T IZC TP I IS A

6:40 roku-ji yonji-ppun AN A5 AL LEIAL2SA

In Japan, they use both the 12-hour and 24-hour systems of time. In the 12-hour system, one uses



a.m. for morning and p.m. for evening. Japanese may write a.m./p.m. but they say morning,
afternoon, or evening, depending on the time of day. In the 24-hour system, instead of a.m./p.m.,
once it is past 12 then you keep counting to 13 and upwards. Midnight is the 0 hour, not the 24™
hour.

Times of day:

morning asa / gozen 5 / ARl b THA
noon hiru U= (O
afternoon g0go F1% -z
evening* yoru 13 X2

middle of the night  yonaka wH AR

*another word for evening is yuugata 4/ J7 but that word is not used for telling time

Examples:

10:00am asa no jyuu-ji g D -HF HEIDOL I L
12:00pm hiru no jyuuni-ji B D+ I 05D HICl
3:00pm or 15:00 g0go no san-ji % D = Y-V VAV
7:00pm or 19:00 yoru no shichi-ji "L rr0oLbHU
2:00am yonaka no ni-ji WD K X722hoiz

Byou # counter
Byou is used for counting seconds.

How many? nanbyou fartd AN,

1 second ichi-byou —F WHWN L 9

2 seconds ni-byou " 2k 9

3 seconds san-byou = SAE D

4 seconds yon-byou PLFD FATX D

5 seconds go-byou HED T 9

6 seconds roku-byou INEY AL 9D

7 seconds nana-byou v ASASO NI

8 seconds hachi-byou I\FD IH0xE 9

9 seconds kyuu-byou T T IHIVLED
10 seconds jyuu-byou + LoD
Examples:

NA
® There are 60 seconds in a minute. — 2B+ H Y 9,
e TS D
® He drank itall in 12 seconds. # 1L+ > CEEEAFE LT,
%<3 &
® How many seconds can you hold your breath for? B % {iff) 1L 530 FE T2,



Dates
Now we will go over counters and words related to dates There are several ways to say “date” in

Japanese: hinichi 5 El hizuke EM‘J’ and hidori EIE?( 0.

Gatsu H counter

Learning the months is easy in Japanese if you already know the numeric value of each month.
January is 1, February is 2, and so forth. If you don't know these by heart yet then you will when
you learn how to say the months in Japanese. To say a month, just add the gatsu counter after the
numeric value of the month. The kanji for gatsu means “moon”.

What month? nangatsu (oy;| 7RI
January ichi-gatsu —H WH2D3D
February ni-gatsu —A (Zh3D

March san-gatsu —H =Y
April shi-gatsu UH L23D

May go-gatsu H A TR

June roku-gatsu NH AL DD

July shichi-gatsu t A LHRD
August hachi-gatsu A (EQSYIRe
September ku-gatsu JUH < DD
October jyuu-gatsu +H Cw 9D
November jyuuichi-gatsu +—H CwoIWNERD
December jyuuni-gatsu + A Cw HIThHD
Examples:

NOL x Y VAVE RO

® Her birthday is in October. fZ OFEAHIZ+HIZH D £,
MBoZ D =gV
®  School starts again in April. FRIZWAICE IR E D £,
12w 2 iEbich
® February only has 28 days but sometimes it has 29 days. - H {3 "+ J/\H L2722\

LErE

FERFa +7LLEI%>3?>DE?“

Day H counter

Counting the numerical dates of the month is a little tricky in Japanese, which is why it was
important to first grasp the concept of counters. The counter for the numerical dates is the kanji
for “sun” but it also means “date”. To say a date, simply write first the number then place the
date kanji after it. The way to read this is a bit tricky as the conjugation is not obvious. It is
similar to how in English the words first, second, and third do not end with the same letters (1st,
2nd, 3rd) but the rest of the numbers do, such as fifth, sixth, and seventh (5th, 6th, 7th). The
conjugation for dates is like a mixture of two counters. The conjugation for the first 10 dates
behaves one way while the rest of the dates behave another way. The 20th and any date ending in
4, such as the 14th and 24th also behave like the first 10 dates. This will be made clear once I say
each date in Japanese.



What day?
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nannnichi
tsui-tachi
futsu-ka

mi-kka

yo-kka

itsu-ka

mui-ka

nano-ka

you-ka
kokono-ka
tou-ka
jyuuichi-nichi
Jyuuni-nichi
Jyuusan-nichi
Jjyuuyo-kka
jyuugo-nichi
Jjyuuroku-nichi
jyuushichi-nichi
jyuuhachi-nichi
jyuuku-nichi
hatsu-ka
nijyuuichi-nichi
nijyuuni-nichi
nijyuusan-nichi
nijyuuyo-kka
nijyuugo-nichi
nijyuuroku-nichi
nijyuushichi-nichi
nijyuuhachi-nichi
nijyuuku-nichi
sanjyuu-nichi
sanjyuuichi-nichi
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Please note that the last day of the month may also be referred to as misoka M H . The last day of
the year may also be referred to as oomisoka J<HEH .

Examples:

XwI0xrH b5
® Ireceive my pay on the 1®and 15", #& EHiZ—H & +HHEICEWET,

120 A 15 A
® [ must pay insurance by the last day of the month. M H &£ TIZIRRZ DR &7
DRANAN

® [ took off from work on the 20", —+H ( %(%f)??rg%ki L7z,



*Please note that the particle - may be omitted.

Days of the week

Once translated, the names for the days of the week in Japanese are fascinatingly close to the
European names for the days of the week. This is because the origin for the names is European.
The European names for the days of the week were introduced in Japan around 800AD and were
officially adopted during the Meiji period. For example, Sunday in Japanese is literally “sun day”
and Monday is literally “moon day”. The rest of the days of the week are tied to elements and
these elements correspond to planet names. For example, Tuesday in Japanese is literally “fire
day” and the planet Mars shares the same kanji in Japanese so it is the “fire planet” or “fire star”.
In English, Tuesday was derived from the Nordic god Tyr who was equivalent to the Roman god
Mars. Please note however that the order of the days of the week does not correspond to the
order of the planets.

Which day? nanyoubi {ATIHE H A IR SNON
Monday getsu-youbi  (moon) HHEH FokoWm
Tuesday ka-youbi (fire) K H NEHW

Wednesday  sui-youbi (water) JKHEH ERARSIRO)
Thursday moku-youbi  (tree/wood) KEEH H LIV
Friday kin-youbi (gold/metal) AEH SAEOT
Saturday do-youbi (dirt/earth) +HE H Frowm

Sunday nichi-youbi  (sun) H I H b oW

The days of the week start on Monday in Japanese. Just as the alphabet can be memorized by the
first letter of each row, & 7> X 727213 £X° 5 1 A, so can the days of the week be memorized

FondTunb&EALihH

by the first kanji of each name, H kK A4+ H.

The word for weekend in Japanese is shuumatsu 7 7K.

Examples:

oy =) L L =gV
® [ started a new job on Monday. AREH (2 #T LWMEFEZLEE D £ LT,
¥
® Let’s meet on Thursday. RFEHIZ2WEL k 9,
ML 13725
® He works on weekends as well. f% 3B KIZ S 8 = F 5,

Western Years

For years, Japanese use both the Gregorian calendar, which is what most of the world uses, but
they also use Imperial eras, which we will cover in a moment. When saying dates in English
using the Gregorian calendar, one might divide the year into halves and say, for example, that the
year 1876 is 18-76,. However, this would never be done in Japanese. Rather, the year is read as a

single number and 1876 would be one thousand eight hundred seventy-six, or
FAFS TR R LY 9 AL RA

T+ J\ B £ + S 5. The counter nen ¥ means “year” and you place it after the numbers.



Prior to the adoption of the Gregorian calendar, Japan used a lunar calendar borrowed from
China. Some parts of Japan still use this calendar, especially for certain holidays, such as in
Okinawa where Lunar New Year is still celebrated by many. Explaining the lunar calendar could
get complex, especially as it is not used everyday by common people, therefore it is beyond the
scope of this episode.

BC/AD and BCE/CE
Depending on your religious beliefs, you might say BC/AD or BCE/CE for the current time we
are living in and the ancient time. Here are the words in Japanese.

AD seireki vu e ARV
CE kyoutsuu kigen @l TLODOHIETA
BC/BCE*  kigenzen AL HI X FAEA

*Kigen X !J /A means “era” and zen ¥ A is the mae ¥ X kanji, which means “before”.

Also useful would be to know how to say century and age/decade in Japanese. By age/decade, |
mean how to say 1950s, 1960s, that sort of thing.

century seiki LR Hu&
age/decade nendai AR AT

At this point it should be said that when writing dates, Japanese do not always use kanji. They
may use Arabic numerals. I have been using the kanji for numbers in the transcripts to drill them
in so that you get some kanji practice but from now on I will most likely use Arabic numerals
over kanji numerals.

Examples:

15" century jyuugo-seiki 15 ik 1 5HWNE

1970s senkyuuhakunanajyuu-nendai 1970 44X 197 0RATEN
3" century BC  kigenzen san-seiki FeoTHET 3 A XIFATA IHNX

Japanese Imperial eras
RATH FAZH
.75, also known as JG 77, are Japanese Imperial eras. The slight distinction between the two,
from what I could ascertain from a definition of the two in Japanese, was that while the terms are
FATH
used interchangeably, JT 75 is the optional way to refer to eras when counting the years of an era
RAZS
whereas 475 refers to the names of the eras and this is the only term that is used in China.
RAZS
Slightly confusing but the gist of it is that 775 seems to be the preferred term. It is important to
know Imperial years as it is used for official documents, is printed on the money, and is used

often by everyday people and the media.

The way that Imperial eras function is that once an emperor ascends the throne, that is the first
year of his era. The powers that be in the Imperial Court decide upon what the name of that era



will be when that emperor ascends the throne. Once an emperor dies, it is the end of that era and
a new era begins with a new emperor. Thus, a Western year may have 2 Japanese Imperial years
when a new emperor takes over. This was the case when I was living in Japan and in 1989,
emperor Hirohito died. It was the end of the Showa era. His son Akihito then became emperor
but for a few days, we the public watched the tv and waited anxiously for the court members to

announce the name of the new era, which they decided it would be the Heisei era. The first year
Wbk VYY)

of any Imperlal era is not —%E but Jt4E. Thus, 1989 was both the 64™ year of the Showa era

SNV ARA

El77 %D 6 4 $ and the first year of the Heisei era *F-fi%JC4-. Imperial eras may be written with the

kanji or an abbrev1at10n of the first initial of the era in English. For example, 2008 is the 20"
Eev

year of the Heisei era 1552 2 0 4 and may be abbreviated as H. 20.

To memorize all the Imperial eras is not required but you should be familiar with at least the
current era and the one you were born in, if they differ. I would suggest also learning the 4 most
recent eras as they are considered the modern period of Japan. These are:

1989-current Heisei YRk, AUDHED
1926-1989 Showa HEFr LEo2b
1912-1926 Taisho KIE 7ZWL X9
1868-1912 Meiji BER DN

Counting Dates and Time
Knowing how to say the dates and time is one thing, but how does one count them? Just add the
word “kan” [H] after the amount of time and it will denote a period of time. You can add [#] after

minutes, hours, weeks, months, and years. Counting months is different than saying the name of
the month.

Counting Years & (nen)

How many? nannen (kan) farsE () rehotals (DA)

1 ichi-nen (kan) —4HE () WhHRA (D A)

2 ni-nen (kan) —AE (M) iz (A

3 san-nen (kan) =4 () SR (D)
4 yo-nen (kan) U4 (fE) K (hA)

5 go-nen (kan) HAE () T (i)

6 roku-nen (kan) N () AL A (hA)

7 shichi-nen (kan) T () LbhaA (hA)

8 hachi-nen (kan) JUEE () TR ()

9 kyuu-nen (kan) JUEE ([H) T oA (PA)
10 jyuu-nen (kan) +4 (FH) Cwohi (hA)

Counting Months » H (kagetsu)
How many? nankagetsu (kan) far- A () RADNT D (D)



1 i-kkagetsu (kan) —» A () WonFD ()

2 ni-kagetsu (kan) —»7 A () T2 (D A)

3 san-kagetsu (kan) =+ A ([#) ST (D)

4 yon-kagetsu (kan) P4~ H (fH]) K AMmT> (IhA)

5 go-kagetsu (kan) Hor A () T (D)

6 ro-kkagetsu (kan) N~ H ([H) Aot (A)

7 nana-kagetsu (kan) 4~ H () IRIENT D (D)

8 ha-kkagetsu (kan)  /\» H ([H]) Lo ()

9 kyuu-kagetsu (kan) Ju» A ([#) T IMITD (hA)
10 ji-kkagetsu (kan) +» A () Comif> (hA)

Counting Weeks 7 (shuu)

How many? nanshuu (kan) i@ () ALY D (D)
1 i-sshuu (kan) — & () Wolwd (DA)
2 ni-shuu (kan) —HE () iZLw o (hA)
3 san-shuu (kan) = () Shlwd (i)
4 yon-shuu (kan) VU () FALw o (hA)
5 go-shuu (kan) A () ZLw o (A

6 roku-shuu (kan) i (D) AL Lww o ()
7 nana-shuu (kan) £ () L (DA)
8 ha-sshuu (kan) JUE (D) oL (DA)
9 kyuu-shuu (kan) JuE () EwIrLwo (MhA)
10 ji-sshuu (kan) +3E () Colwd (hA)

Counting Days H (nichi)
This is just like stating the dates of a month except for counting one day, which is not tsuitachi
D25 but ichinichi W HIZH.

How many? nannichi (kan) farl () RACE ()
1 ichi-nichi (kan) —H () WHIZH (DA)
2 futsu-ka (kan) — B (FH) 500 (IhA)

3 mi-kka (kan) =B () Fro i (D)

4 yo-kka (kan) uH () Loh (hA)
5 itsu-ka (kan) HHE () Vo (hA)

6 mui-ka (kan) ANH () ey (D A)

7 nano-ka (kan) A (M) 7DD (D)

8 you-ka (kan) J\H (FH) £ (D A)

9 kokono-ka (kan) Jue () ZZON (D)
10 tou-ka (kan) +H8 () LB (hA)
Examples:

A > A

L - Yl n»
® [t takes about 10 minutes. 1 O 23 < HWHEHNY F9,



Whizhni Lwd5h
If you have one day, it’s enough. 1 HE23®HiLid+ 45 T,
L)

Loy e hh k
I took a two-week vacation from work. {52y HRA % 2 1 B HLD £ L7z,
VAN o n A D5
That company went bankrupt in two months. HOSKT 2 AR CIENE L,
TAEN RAML T
I lived in Sendai for 5 years. fli 51213 5 FE-MFEAE LT,

Previous, Current, Next

Now that you can say a date and count time, it’s time to learn how to say the current unit of time
versus the previous or next unit, such as yesterday, today, and tomorrow or last week, this week,
and next week.

day before yesterday ototoi —WEH BLn
yesterday kinou = EDH

today kyou 4 H Tro
tomorrow ashita A b LT

day after tomorrow asatte B% H HEH>T
week before last sensenshuu 5% TATEALLY D
last week senshuu S FALWY I
this week konshuu A ZhlLwd
next week raishuu DSl HWLw )
week after next saraishuu FkIE SHWLw 9
month before last sensengetsu Sex A HAFEATO
last month sengetsu e A H AT

this month kongetsu 4 H Z AT
next month raigetsu *H S5V
month after next saraigetsu FRA S5V
year before last ototoshi — WA PSR

last year kyonen FCE T Lk

this year kotoshi AR L

next year rainen RAF LAY EVY
year after next sarainen PR I bWV
this morning kesa Al SRS

this evening konban A it Z A

Examples:
([

S o

T MBoZ D =gV
BEDPDITFRNETIHRED £7,
TAlw T W Ay
My wrist has been hurting since last week. 7t 1 75 FTENEWNTT,

EHW0WiIFo F
There is a festival in the month after next. FEH 2RV 1" H Y £,
X rhh Py b

B T v i

i)
School starts again the day after tomorrow. Hf

&L
I have had bad luck this year compared to last year. 5 4% W,



o= 2
® [ drank coffee this morning. 55 2 —t —Z A FE LTz,

Seasons

R ae
Seasons are called Z=Hji in Japanese and while these do not use counters, nor do you need these
to say a date or tell time in Japanese, I think that theses words are related and useful.

Spring haru oS (E
Summer natsu -1 720
Fall/Autumn aki K &
Winter fuyu ZS BN
Examples:
15 (i& =
® Flowers bloom in spring. | q‘lz 75> x££,

b

i3e)
®  Summer is hot and humid. 5 iﬂ LEBEWTT,
® When it becomes fall, I would like to visit Kyoto to see the turning of the leaves
b& Txrot Z9&9 P Y
(autumn leaves). FK(Z 72& ° 7o B IHERORLEE RIATE 72T,

5 /J>

® [t snows in winter. & E'§75> fsrp D E9,

Now it’s time for the return of Kaa-chan Corner. Since my mom just returned from Japan to
attend a funeral, today’s topic on Kaa-chan Corner is: Japanese funerals. I just wanted to remind
everyone that my mom is from Okinawa so the culture is a bit different from mainland Japan.

[Kaa-chan Corner]
Thank you for listening to Naruhodo Japan and if you liked this episode or have any questions,

please leave feedback on the website naruhodojapan.com. Please tune in again for the next
episode. Yoroshiku onegaishimasu!



