Hello and welcome to Naruhodo Japan, the podcast for learning about the language and culture
of Japan from a Nikkei perspective. I am your host, Mariko.
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In this episode we are going to cover how to count in Japanese. There are two things you need to
know about counting in Japanese. The first thing is to learn the basic numbers such as 1, 2, 3
and the second thing you need to know is for when you are counting people or objects. Just as
you would count items as slices, sheets, or pieces in English, you would do the same in Japanese
but what word you associate with counting the objects is much more strict in Japanese. Counters
is the term for words such as slices, sheets, and pieces.

Basic counting in Japanese is quite simple. The most important things to learn are the numbers
1-10 and then higher numbers such as 100, 1000, 10000, and so forth. Once you have these
numbers down, you can create the other numbers by using math, much like Roman numerals.
For example, to say 20 in Japanese, you say 2-10. (2 * 10 = 20)

25 would be 2-10-5. ((2 * 10) + 5= 25)

Counting

How to say the numbers 0 and 1-10.

0* rei % AL

1 ichi - AR5}

2 ni - e

3 san = S A

4**  shi/yon Y L/ XA
5 go E =

6 roku N A<

7**  shichi / nana + LE /772
8 hachi J\ 6

9**  kyuu/ku Ju T o /<
10 jyuu + Cw 9

These numbers inarow 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, quickly like that in Japanese is: ichi, ni, san,
shi, go, roku, shichi, hachi, ku, jyuu.

Items to note:

*( 1s rei in Japanese but it may also be referred to as maru, which means “circle”. When you
read numbers in a sequence, such as a phone number, one is more likely to say maru. This is
akin to referring to 0 as the letter O in English.

**There are two ways to say the numbers 4, 7, and 9. Which way depends on the context and
conjugation.

How to say the numbers 11-20.



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

jyuu-ichi + —
jyuu-ni + =
jyuu-san + =
jyuu-shi / jyuu-yon + Y
jyuu-go + &
jyuu-roku + N
jyuu-shichi / jyuu-nana + t
jyuu-hachi + N
jyuu-kyuu / jyuu-ku + Ju
ni-jyuu .

CwoWnh

Cw 9T

CwodSA
Cwo2L/LwdEA
CwoZ

Cw 9 A<
CwirLb/Lwd7r
Cwoldb
CLwoEwwoH/Lw <
ZCw 9

So as I stated already, when you’re making a number past 10, you just say 10 + the number after
it for 11-19 so jyuu-ichi, jyuu-ni, jyuu-san, so ichi, ni, san; 1, 2, 3. 10-1, jyuu-ichi. 10-2, jyuu-ni.
10-3, jyuu-san.

Just to make sure you understand the concept of how to create the numbers past 10, let’s go over
how to say the numbers 21-30.

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

ni-jyuu-ichi N
ni-jyuu-ni — =
ni-jyuu-san — =
ni-jyuu-shi / ni-jyuu-yon N il
ni-jyuu-go N e 1
ni-jyuu-roku S VAN

ni-jyuu-shichi / ni-jyuu-nana —. + &

ni-jyuu-hachi N AN
ni-jyuu-kyuu / ni-jyuu-ku =~ .+ JL
san-jyuu i

SALYwING

SALWIHIZ

SALwIHI S
SALWwIHIL/SALY D KA
SALwH T

SALWw I AL
SALwwILE/ SALY DR
SALwwIIEH
SALYHIEPH /ALY I
2w

Now that you are starting to understand the basics of counting, I will list the multiples of 10 from
40 through 100.

40
50
60
70
80
90
100

yon-jyuu Py
go-jyuu ENey
roku-jyuu Nt
nana-jyuu £+
hachi-jyuu N+
kyuu-jyuu i+
hyaku H

TAtw9
TUw9
AL Lw 9
272U )
TH w9
XwIHILwH
%<

So that you get a sense of how to say numbers beyond 100, here are various examples of
numbers from 101 to 199.

101
118
123

hyaku-ichi
hyaku-jyuu-hachi
hyaku-ni-jyuu-san



136  hyaku-san-jyuu-roku

142 hyaku-yon-jyuu-ni

157  hyaku-go-jyuu-nana or hyaku-go-jyuu-shichi
164  hyaku-roku-jyuu-yon or hyaku-roku-jyuu-shi
170  hyaku-nana-jyuu

185  hyaku-hachi-jyuu-go

199  hyaku-kyuu-jyuu-kyuu or hyaku-kyuu-jyuu-ku

Saying the multiples of 100 requires a bit of conjugation. 100 is hyaku and if you remember
from an earlier episode, the letters ha-hi-fu-he-ho (L T5~I% can have a maru ° or ten-ten

“ placed on them to create pa-pi-pu-pe-po IL (85X and ba-bi-bu-be-bo X TNSE~UE
respectfully. Therefore, hyaku % < may become pyaku U8% < or byaku Uf<> < when
conjugated. Also, in some conjugations a small tsu - is added.

Here are the multiples of 100 up to 1000.

200  ni-hyaku —_H IO <
300 san-byaku =f AP
400  yon-hyaku s KADRKL
500  go-hyaku EN=] ZU0%<
600  ro-ppyaku NE Ao <
700  nana-hyaku tE 7272 O <
800  ha-ppyaku INE ECSXOE XY
900  kyuu-hyaku UE EXCIIROE RN
1000 sen T A

Just as 100 hyaku may be conjugated with maru or ten ten, here are the conjugations to
remember for 1000 sen.

2000 ni-sen N WZE A
3000 san-zen =T SAEA
4000 yon-sen Iy LA
5000 go-sen HF THA
6000 roku-sen NT AL
7000 nana-sen T ASAS Y
8000 ha-ssen AT IToH A
9000 kyuu-sen LT T oIEA

Counting numbers in Japanese is pretty simple up until this point with the hardest thing to
remember being the conjugation in my opinion. Many countries are using the metric system as
the standard method of measurement and Japan does as well. The metric system is based on
multiples of 10 and 1000. However, counting in higher numbers in Japanese is based on an
earlier system of multiples of 10,000. In the metric system, you would put a comma at the
thousand and one million marks, such as 1,000 for one thousand and 1,000,000 for one million.
(Or some countries may use a decimal point instead of a comma.) However, in the Japanese
method of ten thousands, the comma is placed as such: 1,0000. This can create some confusion



when trying to say numbers higher than 10,000. For example, 100,000 in Japanese is 10-10,000.
It is NOT 100-1000. I repeat, 100,000 in Japanese is 10-10,000.

Here are the major numbers from 10,000 to 100,000,000.

10,000 ichi-man —J WhHE A

100,000 jyuu-man +7 CwoFh

1,000,000 hyaku-man B O < A

10,000,000%* sen-man / i-ssen-man (—) T BAFAL /) DoBALEA
100,000,000 ichi-oku —{E WHE<

*For 10,000,000, sometimes it is read as i-ssen-man with the kanji for 1 placed in front.

Counters

Now that you know how to count in Japanese up to 100,000,000, let’s go over counters so that
Cxd45L

you can count various objects and people. The Japanese word for counters is 824G, To count

an object using the wrong counter is a great faux pas in Japanese but as a non-native speaker you

are likely to be forgiven for your mistakes. (An example of a counter faux pas in English would

be to count sheets of paper as slices of paper.) There are so many counters that it is quite

overwhelming. To be honest, there are so many counters that even native Japanese do not know

them all. We will go over the most commonly used counters that you are likely to use.

Earlier I stated that there are two ways to say the numbers 4, 7, and 9. That is true for most of
the time but there are a few counters for which there is another way to say most of the numbers
1-10.

For the conjugation of counters, please note that some people do say things a bit differently. I try
to list what I most commonly heard among family, friends, and television programs but I just
want you to be aware that some people speak differently. One example is the that the word 10
may be conjugated as U @ 9 or U -, depending on the counter and person speaking.

Tsu D counter

This may be considered the default counter and it is with this counter that you say the numbers
alternatively. Whenever you are unsure which counter to use, just stick with -2 and people will
understand you. If -D is unacceptable for the object you are referring to, someone might correct
you and let you know which is the proper counter to use.

How many? ikutsu o) W<
1 hitso-tsu —D OED
2 futa-tsu ) S7zo
3 mi-ttsu = Fr oD
4 yo-ttsu Pg-> Loo
5 itsu-tsu EiR®) VDD
6 mu-ttsu N ipoD
7 nana-tsu o Tplpo



8 ya-ttsu J\D LoD
9 kokono-tsu Lo ZZDdD
10* tou + s

*Please note that for counting ten, “tou” does not have -tsu attached to it.

The D counter ends there so if you have more than 10 items, you should use another counter,
such as ko &, which is acceptable in many situations.

Ko {& counter
This counter is much like -2 in that it is a general use counter but please note that it is mainly
used for small objects.

How many? nanko? {ar{E iz
1 i-kko —{# Wo Z
2 ni-ko 1A IzZ

3 san-ko =& SAZ
4 yon-ko U] FAZ
5 go-ko T fE ZZ

6 ro-kko AN ] Ao
7 nana-ko R ] 7070 Z
8 ha-kko J\ & IX->Z
9 kyuu-ko JUfRE o Z
10 ji-kko +1E Loz

As an example of native Japanese not knowing which counter to use, let me tell you of when I
was a kid living in Japan and learning to speak the language. One time when I went to
McDonald’s, I asked for one hamburger, /~ > 7N— 7 ——->. The employee repeated my order
but changed the counter, /> > /N\— 7 ——{. The next time I visited the same McDonald’s, I
wanted to order a hamburger using the correct counter so I asked for /> /3N— 7/ ——{@. This
time the employee repeated my order, /> > /N—F——-D,

Hon A counter
This counter uses the kanji for “book” but it’s not the counter used for counting books. Rather, it
is used for counting long, skinny objects such as pens and pencils.

How many? nanbon faf A 72 PE N
1 i-ppon — K W lEA
2% ni-hon R WA

3 san-bon VN SAFEN
4 yon-hon PUAR A VIEYY
5 go-hon EIWN NN EYY

6 ro-ppon AV AoNE



7 nana-hon LA AVAEYY)
8 ha-ppon JAVN T IX A
9 kyuu-hon JUAR ERCIAEYY
10 ji-ppon RN ColEA

*You may have noticed that the way to count “2 pencils” is the same word for “Japan” in
Japanese. Therefore, kanji and context is very important to know the different between 2 pencils

K and Japan H A,

Example:
Lw 9

Sl
®  One pencil is sufficient. X A D> —AKTH 47,

Satsu ft counter

This is the counter for books and magazines but please note that there are other counters for
magazines as well that someone might use.

How many? nansatsu far{t 7R hED
1 i-ssatsu —fitt Wo XD
2 ni-satsu it 3]

3 san-satsu — it SO
4 yon-satsu L i FAEo
5 go-satsu A XD

6 roku-satsu Vagiiis AL ED
7 nana-satsu i IR IO
8 ha-ssatsu J\ it ECR )
9 kyuu-satsu JUtt T HED
10 ji-ssatsu pmiiis Co&D
Example:

AT DIFA

X
® This month I read two books. & H A% 2 i F£ L7,

(

Mai # counter
This counter is for flat objects such as paper, CDs, and plates.

How many? nan-mai Al AY.VEIA
1 ichi-mai — R WHE W
2 ni-mai Y 's IZFE W

3 san-mai =K SAFEN
4 yon-mai DU KXAFEN
5 go-mai BV =

6 roku-mai SHKL AL EWN
7 nana-mai B8 7RI E N



8 hachi-mai J\ K (SR

9 kyuu-mai Jukk EX I ELR
10 jyuu-mai +# Cw o EW
Example:
7
® [ was only able to buy 3 concert tickets. = > — DT v M E M UNE 2R
Moo T,

Hai #R counter
This counter is for bowls of rice and drinks, such as a glass of water or a cup of coffee.

How many? nan-bai (G A=A
1 i-ppai — ARSY =g/
2 ni-hai 7N W2

3 san-bai =M N
4 yon-hai PUAR L AT
5 go-hai TR a4

6 ro-ppai AV AoEun
7 nana-hai RV A A
8 ha-ppai J\HR ECoYEgA
9 kyuu-hai JURR ERAESA
10 ji-ppai T Lol
Example:

an
®  One cup of coffee please. = —t— (%) —MBFEAVLET,
* The particle Z may be omitted in casual speech.

Hiki T counter

This counter is for smaller animals and fish, such as when counting sheep to fall asleep, except
that Japanese don’t actually count sheep to fall asleep. You could get away with using this
counter for all animals until others correct you with another counter for specific animals.

How many? nanbiki faypT RADNE

1 i-ppiki —Jt VDo VX

2 ni-hiki —Jt IZOE

3 san-biki =t SAVE

4 yon-hiki PL P FLAOX

5 go-hiki FPT TUOX

6 ro-ppiki 7SPL Ao RE

7 nana-hiki LT AN

8 ha-ppiki J\PL RO

9 kyuu-hiki JLPE RO



10 ji-ppiki e CoU&E

Example:

nz (ALY w»
® [own 6 cats and 2 dogs as well. Jii (%) ANPLER (&) ZIEHE->TWET,
* The particle Z may be omitted in casual speech.

Tou 88 counter
This counter uses the kanji for “head” but it’s for counting larger animals such as cows,
elephants, and whales. One might think of it in English as heads of cattle.

How many? nantou (O A VR

1 i-ttou —HH o k)

2 ni-tou —UH IZ& 9

3 san-tou —5A SAhED

4 yon-tou VL SR XAt

5 go-tou TLBH NS

6 roku-tou JNEH AL ED

7 nana-tou S| AR )

8 ha-ttou J\ 58 T &9

9 kyuu-tou JUEH R
10 jyuu-ttou 158 Cwoe&d
Example:

VI YY)

o N
® [ saw 2 elephants at the zoo. Bi¥[E TR % “HARF L7,

Wa X counter

This counter uses the kanji for “wings” and thus appropriately it is used for counting birds,
however it may also be used for counting rabbits though Pt is more common for rabbits,
especially when counting pets.

How many? nanba (EER! AV
1 ichi-wa —P WH o
2 ni-wa P Iz

3 san-ba =} S AR
4 yon-wa L3 K AD
5 go-wa TP b

6 ro-ppa NP Aolx
7 nana-wa £ A/ ®)
8 ha-ppa JUP =Y g
9 kyuu-wa Y ERIEE
10 ji-ppa 3 Lol



Example:

VY A

Z il
® In that movie there are numerous crows. @ OBRE[Z 25 F 23 &V F 9,

Kai [B] counter

This counter is for counting the number of times that something occurs, such as falling down
three times or going to the park twice.

How many? nankai faf[=] AWy
1 1-kkai —[H] ATV
2 ni-kai = (0D

3 san-kai —IA] A
4 yon-kai A KA
5 go-kai FlA] T

6 ro-kkai ANE] A DD
7 nana-kai L [A] TR72 7N
8 ha-kkai J\[H] YRR
9 kyuu-kai Jule] ERCPNA
10 ji-kkai | Lo
Example:

x
® | haven’t even listened to that album once. DT LN % F 72 —EHREIWVTZRUN,

Kai f& counter

This is the same counter as the previous one, but this one has a different kanji. It is for the
number of floors or stories in a building.

Example:
Cir L b)
® The office is on the 13™ floor. HHEFTIZ+ =FEiIcH v £,

Dai & counter
This counter is for large objects such as cars and household appliances.

How many? nandai ol & 72T

1 ichi-dai —5 WH7E0

2 ni-dai _H (2720

3 san-dai =B S AT

4 yon-dai & FATZWN

5 go-dai e T

6 roku-dai Y= AL

7 nana-dai tH TRIRTEVN

8 hachi-dai AN =SSy

9 kyuu-dai yh= BN A



10 jyuu-dai +a Cw 9572

Example:
EZd <%%

i
® He used to have 7 cars before but now he only has 2. #2iZfiiZ B EHEHH-T=D
WE
IZATE B LR,

Ten /X counter
This counter is for points, such as points on a test or points in games.

How many? nanten fa] s 72T h
1 i-tten — WoTA
2 ni-ten = IZTh

3 san-ten = SATA
4 yon-ten DY s LATHh
5 go-ten W= ZTh

6 roku-ten Y= AL Th
7 nana-ten L 7272 T A
8 ha-tten JAUS IZ>TA
9 kyuu-ten JUR T o Th
10 ji-tten T Co>Th
Example:

Lt A L Fis /A
® [t is difficult to score 100% on the exam. ABR CTH S ZHD DX # LT,

Sai /% /¥ counter

This counter is for someone’s age or how many years old they are. There are two possible kanji
and usually the simplified one (&) is used by children since it has less strokes and is easier to
write.

How many? nansai AT 7k A VYA or ikutsu o> <D
1 i-ssai —F Vo Z

2 ni-sai —_F IZE 0

3 san-sai =F S

4 yon-sai W'g VRS

5 go-sai Enwd TEW

6 roku-sai vl AL EW

7 nana-sai tF AYASYA

8 ha-ssai INF =R

9 kyuu-sai F T oI
10 ji-ssai +F Co&W

(the ages continue this way with one exception)
hata-chi Ttk 706

[\
S



[*Please note: a few days after this episode was published, I realized that when talking about the
sai counter (how many years old someone is), that there is one age where the conjugation is not

obvious. In fact, if you're not Japanese you would probably not know that 20 years old is not 20-
sai but hatachi. Since I realized this after the fact, it's not in the audio podcast but is noted in the

transcript. |

Examples:
® How old are you? {i[i T3 2y, 2> TI D,

&L
® [ turned 45 this year. S T I 0 £ LT,

Mei £ vs. Nin A\ counter

Both counters are for counting people but they are used for different contexts. Mei 44 is the
kanji for “name” and nin A is the kanji for “people”. Generally, 4 is used when being polite or
for smaller amounts of people whereas A is used for larger amounts of people or speaking
neutrally. For remembering when to use which, you may think of it as 44 speaking directly to
someone vs. A speaking indirectly. Another way to put it is if it would be possible to name
most people in the group then use 44 but if there are too many people to name them individually,
then use A.

Example: You go to a restaurant and the server asks how many are in your party, {14 T3 7>,
You give a report on a city and list the population as being 17,065 A.

The other important thing to remember about counting people is that when there are only one or
two people and you use the A counter, it is read differently.

How many? nanmei ity 72OV or nannin il N 72U A

1 ichi-mei —%  WHBHW hito-ri — AN &Y

2 ni-mei 4 DWW futa-ri Y/ NN

3 san-mei =% JAHWN san-nin =N SAITA

4 yon-mei g XADHDW yo-nin WA Xich

5 go-mei "4 THn go-nin HAN ZIiTh

6 roku-mei N ALHN roku-nin NN ALICA

7 nana-mei T4 v shichi-nin AN LbBITA

8 hachi-mei N4 T HHn hachi-nin AN EBICA

9 kyuu-mei 4 & oo kyuu-nin LN EwIITh
10 jyuu-mei +4 TwHdu jyuu-nin +A LCwHiTh

Alright, that’s enough for this episode. I know that was a lot of information to digest. Learning
to count in Japanese is easy but the counters will take more time to sink in. At least with these
basics though you should be able to state your age and count how many various objects you have



around the house. In the next episode we’ll cover dates and time to build upon your new
counting skills so please practice those numbers.

Kaa-chan Corner is again on hiatus for this episode as my mother is still away in Japan for a
funeral. However, she should return to the country soon so if she’s up to it then she may be back
for the next episode.

Thank you for listening to Naruhodo Japan and if you liked this episode or have any questions,
please leave feedback on the website naruhodojapan.com. Don’t forget that transcripts are
available on the website. Please tune in again for the next episode. Yoroshiku onegaishimasu!



