Hello and welcome to Naruhodo Japan, the podcast for learning about the language and culture
of Japan from a Nikkei perspective. I am your host, Mariko.
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In Episode 6, I listed 10 basic sentences and questions as a means to start practicing
conversations in Japanese. These sentences involved fill in the blanks so you could tailor them
for your needs. Some of the questions required the names of countries and places, therefore
today’s episode is all about countries, places, and related words so that you can complete the
sentences.

A few foreign places are written using kanji but the majority of places are written in katakana as
they are foreign names. I tried to pick a variety of countries and places so that you could get a
feel for how foreign names morph when they are absorbed into the Japanese language. Of course
it would be difficult to list every country and place in the world. Please forgive me if I don’t list
the particular places you are looking for. However, on our website links will be provided for
resources on finding out country names in Japanese. One method would be to look up the entry
for a country in Wikipedia Japan and find the name of major cities and places in that entry or
look on a Japanese map if you’re familiar enough with geography.

After each set of places, I will insert them into some of the 10 basic sentences that I listed in
Episode 6. The sentences that required the names of countries and places were:

bzl CA

2. ITam _ (country of citizenship) . L% AT,
bzl ¥

3. Ilivein _ (place name) . FAI IZEATWET,
bzl A

8. I would like to visit _ (place name) . FAIZ IZATE 72T,
bzl Y &

9. I have beento  (place name) . SIS AT TeFHH D 7,

directions

north kita Bl

south minami Eg)

east higashi W

west nishi [if]

If you would like to say a place name with a direction in front of it such as South Africa, then
you would place the direction in front of the name in Japanese just as in English. South Africa is

minami afurika Fg 7 7 U 7.

Example:
bzl W
® [ would like to visit South Africa. #AlX FEA7 7 U H _ IZIT&E 72T,

hemisphere hankyuu SE2N
Northern Hemisphere kita hankyuu AbHER



Southern Hemisphere

Example:

bzl Uy &
® [ have been to the Southern Hemisphere. £ (% Fi¥-EK_ |ZfT-o7=FH VD 7,

continent

For some places that may be ambiguous and you want to specify that you are talking about a

minami hankyuu

tairiku

continent, be sure to say tairiku afterwards.

Africa
Antarctica
Asia

Australia
Europe
Eurasia

North America
Oceania

South America

Example:

afurika (tairiku)
nankyoku (tairiku)
ajia (tairiku)

oosutoraria (tairiku)

youroppa (tairiku)
yuurashia (tairiku)

kita amerika (tairiku)

oseania (tairiku)

minami amerika (tairiku)
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b= L 4
® [ live in the continent of Asia. FL 1L 77 K IZfFEATWET,

Arctic
Central America
Middle East

Antarctic Circle
Arctic Circle
Equator

Tropic of Cancer

Tropic of Capricorn

Examples:

hokkyoku
chuuou amerika
chuutou

nankyokuken
hokkyokuken
sekidou

kita kaikisen
minami kaikisen
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b= L VY
® [ would like to visit the Middle East. FA 1% HH (27X 7T,

ocean
Arctic Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Indian Ocean
Pacific Ocean

bzl

® [ would like to visit the equator. #A |%_ 7R1E

umi
hokkyokukai
taiseiyou
indoyou
taiheiyou
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Southern Ocean

country
Afghanistan
Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

China
Colombia
Cuba

Czech Republic
Denmark
Ecuador

Egypt

England
Finland

France
Germany
Greece
Guatemala
Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Japan

Jordan

Korea

Korea, North (DPRK)
Korea, South (ROK)
Madagascar
Mexico

The Netherlands (Holland)

nankyokukai [Eapintin
kuni
afuganisutan TIH=AK
aruzenchin TNE T
oosutoraria F—AFZ 0T
berugii YL F—
boribia AU ET
burajiru A%
kanada yat
chiri FV
chuugoku H
koronbia =gV e e
kyuuba ¥ =2 —N
cheko F o
denmaaku Fow—7
ecuadoru 77 R)v
ejiputo U7k
igirisu A4F VR
finrando 47K
furansu 7T UA
doitsu KA
girisha E I ¢
guatemara TTT~T
aisurando TAAZT R
indo T
indoneshia A RRTT
iran A7
iraku 77
airurando TANLT R
isuraeru A AT )b
italia A 2T
nihon / nippon HA
yorudan JIH
kankoku FAES|
chousenminshushukijinminkyouwakoku #ffif B 3= =28 A\ R 3LF0
daikanminkoku K R [E]
madagasukaru < HH AT
mekishiko AF T a
oranda T K



New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Panama

Peru
Philippines
Portugal
Russia

Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
Ukraine

United States of America

Venezuela
Vietnam
Yemen

East Germany (DDR)

Greenland

Soviet Union (USSR)

Examples:

b= L CA
® Jamltalian. FAIZ A XU T ANT9,
® | am Turkish. bﬁb [ 2% 37% T,

state/province
territory
California
Hawaii
Maryland

New South Wales
New York State
Northwest Territories

Ontario

nyu-jiirando
noruuee
pakisutan
panama
peruu
firipin
porutogaru
roshia
saujiarabia
shingapouru
supein
suueeden
suisu
taiwan

tai

toruko
ukuraina
amerika
benezuera
betonamu
iemen

doitsuminshukyouwakoku

guriinrando
soren

shuu
junshuu

kariforunia shuu

hawai shuu

meriirando shuu
nyuusausuueeruzu shuu

nyuuyooku

no-suuesuto junshuu

ontario shuu
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Quebec
Queensland
Texas

Victoria
Washington State
Yukon Territories

Examples:

kebekku shuu
kuiinzurando shuu
tekisasu shuu
bikutoria shuu
washinton shuu
yuukon junshuu
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b=l 5B

® [ live in the province of Ontario. #A |X_ A > Z U AM__IZEATWHET,
b=l 5B

® [ live in the state of Washington. A 1Z_ T > F UM IZEATHET,

capital

city

island
Baltimore
Bangalore
Beijing / Peking
Berlin
Brisbane
Buenos Aires
Calcutta
Chicago
Genova
Havana
Honolulu
Kiev

Lima

Lisbon
London

Los Angeles
Melbourne
Mexico City
Milan
Montreal
Moscow
Mumbai
Nairobi

New York City
Oslo

Ottawa

miyako

shi

shima
boruchimoa
bangarooru
pekin

berurin
burisuben
buenosuairesu
korukata
shikago
jenova

habana
honoruru
kiefu

rima

risubon
rondon
rosanzerusu / rosu
meruborun
mekishiko shitei
mirano
montoriooru
mosukuwa
munbai
nairobi
nyuuyooku shi
osuro

otawa
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Paris pari )

Quito kito Xk
Rome rooma 00—
San Francisco sanfuranshisuko W T7T v Ra
San Jose sannoze WAV 4
Sao Paulo City sanpaulo shi ANy A= ati]
Stockholm sutokkuhorumu ANy 7RIV
Sydney shidonii v R=—
Tasmania Island tasumania shima HA<=T B
Toronto toronto [R=N
Tripoli toripori FURY
(State of the) Vatican City  bachikan shikoku INF Ty T E
Washington DC washinton dc Uk DC
Examples:

® | have been to San Francisco. bﬁbcii# VITT VA 37@:?%0 f:é&'p N F9,

bzl

® [ have been to Tasmania Island. FA X Z A~=7 %701?%0 f:%&'p D £,

Well, I think that’s plenty of places for this episode so let’s move on to the next segment.
Usually I have been featuring Kaa-chan Corner but it was never my intension to have it appear in
each episode of Naruhodo Japan. I also wanted to speak with other Nikkei for their perspective
on various topics. Recently, I sat down with two fellow Nikkei and we discussed identity. As
Japanese descent people living in America, do we see ourselves as Asian-American, Japanese
American, or perhaps some other term as we are all also of Okinawan descent. What made this
conversation interesting was that each of us are of a different generation from a Japanese
counting perspective. This was an Issei, Nisei, Sansei conversation, though this particular Issei
leans more towards Nisei.

[Nikkei Discussion with Yuko, Mariko, and Lesley]
Thank you for listening to Naruhodo Japan and if you have any questions or comments, please

leave feedback on the website naruhodojapan.com. Please tune in again for the next episode.
Yoroshiku onegaishimasu!



